[The role of the endothelium-derived relaxing factor in regulating the distensibility of the vessels of the arterial bed].
The inhibiting agent N-nitro-L-arginine was shown to constrict the hindlimb arterial vessels and to decrease their distensibility in the cats with the synthesis of the endothelial relaxing factor. Acetylcholine exerted an opposite effect. The EDRF system seems to have a tonic activity whereas some unrelated factors are involved in the acetylcholine effect.